
	
	

	
President’s	Report	

	
There	 is	 little	 news	 this	 month	 although	 there	
have	 been	 a	 few	 red	 point	 events	 and	 we	
continue	 to	 get	 great	 attendance	 on	 Mondays	
and	Fridays.	Tuesday	mornings	and	Wednesdays	
are	quite	well	supported,	but	Tuesday	evenings		
could	benefit	from	a	few	more	players,	so	those	
of	 you	 who	 usually	 go	 clubbing	 on	 Tuesday	
nights	 should	 consider	 playing	 bridge	 instead.	
Thursday	 sessions	 are	 well	 enjoyed	 by	 those	
who	 attend,	 so	 anyone	 who	 feels	 that	 some	
help	and	advice	from	our	expert	player	Richard	
Wallis	 would	 help	 their	 game	 should	 come	
along.	Saturdays	continue	to	be	popular.	
Many	 congratulations	 to	 our	 Club’s	 premier	
player	 Richard	Wallis	 -	 he	 and	 his	 partner	won	

the	 recent	 QBA	 Open	 Pairs	 Tournament,	 and	
John	 Mills,	 John	 Kelly	 and	 Peter	 Evans	 also	
performed	 admirably	 in	 a	 very	 strong	 field.	
Congratulations	 also	 to	 those	 Club	 members	
who	 played	 in	 this	 weekends	 GNOT	 Brisbane	
final	 –	 no	 winners	 but	 several	 creditable	
performances.	
A	reminder	once	again	that	the	AGM	is	about	a	
month	away	and	it	would	be	good	for	the	Club	if	
we	 could	 have	 as	 many	 attending	 as	 possible,	
even	 it	 is	 only	 to	 see	 the	 look	 of	 relief	 on	my	
face	as	I	relinquish	the	Presidency.	
	
	

Elaine	
	

	
Chris’s	Administrator’s	Corner

	

Members’	Contact	Details	Update	

It	 is	 that	 time	 of	 year	 when	 I	 ask	members	 to	
confirm	 that	 their	 personal	 details	 are	 correct.	
Landline	 and	 mobile	 phone	 numbers	 are	
published	in	the	yearly	diary.			

A	 list	 is	 available	 at	 the	 club.	 	 Check	 the	 list	 to	
see	that	your	details	are	correct.	

To	 any	of	 our	 new	players	 to	BBC	who	plan	 to	
become	 members	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	 2018,	 I	
would	also	 like	to	 include	your	phone	details	 in	
the	 diary.	 	 Please	 either	 come	 and	 see	 me	 or	
write	your	details	on	the	list	at	the	club.	

	
Melbourne	Cup	Day	

The	race	 that	 stops	 the	nation	 is	 coming	up	on	
Tuesday	7	November.			

• Bridge	will	commence	at	9.30am	
• $1,	$2	&	$5	Sweeps	available	prior	to	play	
• BYO	 plate	 of	 food	 to	 share	 for	 lunch.	 	 This	

can	 be	 a	 savoury/main/salad	 item	 or	 a	
sweet/dessert	item.	

• Cost:	Coupon	+	$3	or	$10	(members)	&	$12	
(visitors)	 –	 this	 includes	 a	 red	 point	 bridge	
session	and	drinks	

• Dress	in	your	Melbourne	Cup	Day	finest	



Melbourne	Cup	Day	–	Night	Play	Cancelled	

Please	 note	 that	 there	 is	 no	 Tuesday	 7.15pm	
session	on	Melbourne	Cup	Day	(7	November).	

	
BBC	 Annual	 General	 Meeting	 –	 Saturday	 11	
November	@	11.45am	

The	 AGM	 is	 coming	 up	 next	month.	 	 Everyone	
by	 now	 should	 have	 received	 their	 AGM	
information	via	email	or	hardcopy.	 	 If	you	have	
not	 received	 your	 AGM	 information,	 please	 let	
me	know	and	I	will	sort	this	out	for	you.	

As	 this	 is	 the	main	meeting	 of	 the	 club,	 every	
member	should	consider	attending	the	AGM.	

Please	 note,	 as	 it	 is	 Remembrance	 Day,	 there	
will	be	a	service	at	the	Cenotaph	from	10.30am	
until	 approximately	 11.30am.	 	 Please	 keep	 this	

in	mind	when	planning	your	arrival	time	for	the	
AGM.	

	
Masterpoint	Promotions	

Congratulations	 to	 the	 following	members	who	
have	received	a	masterpoint	promotion.	

• Jim	Smith	–	National	
• Sue	Crennan	–	**Local	
• Marie	Buckley	–	*Local	
• Marie	Duke	–	*Local	
• Gillian	McCormick	–	*Local	
• Paula	Wirth	–	Local	
• Rhonda	Beames	–	Club	
• Kathryn	Broome	–	Club	

	
	

Chris
	
	

“Why	didn’t	you	lead	back	a	club?”	
	

The	 following	 article	 was	 taken	 from	 the	
editorial	 page	 of	 the	 May	 2017	 edition	 of	 the	
American	 Contract	 Bridge	 League’s	 monthly	
magazine,	 and	 was	 written	 by	 their	 Executive	
Editor,	 Paul	 Linxwiler.	 It	 has	been	 submitted	by	
John	Kelly	and	is	reprinted	here	with	permission	
from	the	ACBL.	

Anyone	who	has	played	bridge	for	even	a	short	
length	 of	 time	 is	 familiar	with	 the	 “Why	 didn’t	
you?”	 question.	 Its	 basic	 form	 takes	 place	 on	
defense	 when	 Defender	 A,	 unhappy	 that	 his	
partner	 didn’t	 return	 a	 particular	 card	 or	 suit,	
asks	Defender	B	why	he	failed	to	do	so.	This	is	a	
natural	 response	 when	 Defender	 A	 knows	 (or	
suspects)	that	the	asked-for	continuation	would	
have	been	 superior	 to	whatever	 the	Blockhead	
Across	 the	 Table	 actually	 chose.	 This	 reaction,	
however,	comes	at	a	price	because	Defender	B	
knows	 (or	 suspects)	 that	 such	questions	are	an	
attack.		

As	 players	 acquire	 more	 experience	 and	
confidence,	 it	 becomes	 clear	 that	 the	 “Why	

didn’t	 you?”	 lead-off	 in	 the	 postmortem	 is	 a	
long-term	 loser.	 Whatever	 clarity	 that	 might	
have	 been	 achieved	 through	 a	 discussion	 that	
begins	 in	 this	 manner	 is	 wiped	 out	 by	 the	
corresponding	bruising	to	partnership	harmony.		

After	 years	 of	 watching	 top-level	 players	 in	
action	and	occasionally	being	privy	to	their	rare	
post-deal	discussions	(almost	always	away	from	
the	 table	 or,	 better,	 after	 the	 session),	 I’ve	
noticed	 a	 different	 approach.	 Following	 a	
miscue	 on	 defense,	 expert	 Defender	 A	 might	
begin	 with,	 “Sorry,	 I	 think	 I	 could	 have	 made	
that	 easier	 for	 you.”	 This	 is	 certainly	 a	 more	
pleasant	 start	 to	 the	 autopsy	 of	 a	 mangled	
defense,	but	it’s	not	just	a	matter	of	semantics.	
When	 Defender	 A	 respects	 Defender	 B,	 but	
Defender	 B	 commits	 an	 error,	 Defender	 A	
should	first	ask	himself,	“Did	I	do	something	that	
caused	 partner	 to	 take	 the	 wrong	 view?”	 This	
self-analysis	 creates	 a	 stronger	 defender	 and	 a	
happier	partnership.		



Sometimes,	of	course,	Defender	A	 is	blameless,	
but	Defender	B’s	unsuccessful	choice	of	plays	is	
entirely	 reasonable	 based	 on	 the	 information	
available	to	him	at	the	time	or	based	on	his	view	
of	what	declarer	is	up	to.	Even	in	these	types	of	
cases,	“Could	I	have	helped?”	is	a	great	way	for	
Defender	A	to	begin	a	conversation	…	after	the	
session.		

I	played	for	years	with	a	very	good	partner,	but	
early	 in	our	partnership,	we	had	 fallen	 into	 the	
habit	of	saying,	“Why	did	you	bid	2_?”	or	“Why	
did	you	double?”	whenever	an	auction	went	off	
the	rails.	We	later	overheard	two	strong	players	
discussing	 a	 bad	 auction,	 and	 Expert	 A	 said	 to	
his	partner,	 “It	would	not	have	occurred	 to	me	
to	 bid	 2_	with	 your	 hand.”	We	 laughed	 at	 this	
construction	 because	 it	 simply	 seemed	 to	 be	
putting	 a	 veneer	 of	 civility	 over	 a	 core	 of	
contempt,	 but	 we	 adopted	 its	 use	 anyway	
because	we	 found	 it	 changed	 the	 tenor	 of	 our	
postmortems.		

Looking	 for	 ways	 to	 improve	 your	 game?	 Give	
this	approach	a	whirl.		

	
Paul	Linxwiler,	Executive	Editor,	ACBL	Magazine		

	
Whilst	 we	 are	 on	 the	 very	 welcome	 subject	 of	
courtesy	and	simple	good	manners	at	the	Bridge	
Club	I	got	a	very	nice	email	from	Bronwyn	under	
the	 title	 ‘Trying	hard	 to	be	nice’,	which	she	has	
allowed	me	to	reproduce	here:	
	

‘My	 partner,	 Teddy	 and	 I	 arrived	 at	 a	 table,	 I	
introduced	ourselves	 and	 very	nicely	 asked	 the	
lady	playing	South,	 "welcome	 to	BBC	and	hope	
you	 enjoy	 the	 day".	 The	 lady	 put	 her	 hand	 on	
mine	 and	 kindly	 said	 "that	 was	 very	 nice	
however	I	have	been	a	member	of	the	club	since	
we	 started	 bridge	 here".	 I	 had	 never	 met	 or	
played	 against	 Eunice	 Poulsen	 before.	 You	 can	
imagine	how	 I	 felt,	however	 I	played	again	 this	
past	Monday	and	we	had	a	good	laugh	when	we	
played	against	Eunice	and	her	partner.	
I	 thought	 it	 nice	 to	 acknowledge	 our	 older	
members	 of	 the	 club,	 and	 this	 will	
introduce	players	 like	 Eunice	 to	 the	 others	
players	of	our	club.’	
		
Bronwyn	has	raised	a	subject	close	to	my	heart	
here	–	 it	 is	 incumbent	upon	members	to	always	
show	 courtesy	 and	 good	 manners	 to	 fellow	
members	 and	 particularly	 visitors.	 N/S’s	 should	
always	welcome	E/W’s	to	their	table	and	if	they	
are	 not	 known	 -	 introduce	 yourselves.	 There	 is	
nothing	more	annoying	 for	E/W’s	 to	arrive	at	a	
new	table	and	be	ignored	and	forced	to	listen	to	
some	 tedious	 post-mortem	 of	 a	 previous	 hand.	
E/W’s	should	show	equal	courtesy	and	of	course	
most	members	are	impeccable	in	their	behavior	
it	 is	 just	 the	 occasional	 failure.	 Bronwyn	 has	
shown	how	it	should	be	done	and	I	salute	her	–	
no	Award	sadly.	Alan	McKenna	 is	someone	else	
who	makes	 a	 point	 of	welcoming	 everybody	 to	
his	table	–	except	me	that	is!	 	 	
	

Arne	
	

	
Director’s	Corner

	 	
Passive	v	Aggressive	Defence	
	
When	you	are	on	opening	 lead	against	a	game,	
you	 usually	 should	 be	 looking	 for	 a	 safe	 or	
passive	lead.		This	is	because	the	opposition	has	
far	more	points	than	you	do	and	 it	 is	very	easy	
to	finesse	yourself	if	you	lead	away	from	a	lone	
honour,	or	to	develop	the	opponents’	honours	if		
	

	
	
you	 bang	 down	 an	 ace.	 	 However,	 there	 are	
exceptions.		One	is	where	the	opposition	has		
announced	 a	 good,	 long	 side	 suit.	 	 Losers	may	
be	 discarded	 on	 this	 suit,	 so	 you	 are	 going	 to	
have	 to	 take	 a	 risk	 and	 get	 busy	 taking	 any	
winners	in	the	other	suits.			
	



Dealer:	N	 		Vul:		Both	
	

♠	KQ5	
♥	Q2	
♦	AKQJ109	
♣	64	

	
♠	J82	 	 	 	 ♠	97	
♥	A54	 	 	 	 ♥	10973	
♦	732	 	 	 	 ♦	54	
♣	AQ98	 	 	 ♣	KJ1072	
	

♠	A10643	
♥	KJ86	

	 	 ♦	86	
	 	 ♣	53	
	

N		 E	 S	 W	
1D	 P	 1S	 P	
3D	 P	 3H	 P	
4S	 P	 P	 P	

	
West	 (a	 good	player)	 led	 the	♠2.	 	 You	 can	 see	
his	thinking:	“I	don’t	want	to	bang	down	my	♥A	
or	 ♣A	 and	 possibly	 develop	 the	 opposition’s	
kings,	 and	 I	 don’t	want	 to	 lead	 a	 diamond	 and	
develop	 North’s	 suit.	 	 So	 I’ll	 lead	 a	 passive	
trump”.	 	 Alas,	 South	 was	 delighted	 to	 draw	
trumps	 and	 run	 the	 diamonds	 throwing	 the	 2	
club	losers	away	and	making	12	tricks.	
	
West	should	have	taken	heed	of	the	warning	in	
the	 bidding	 that	 North	 had	 a	 long,	 good	
diamond	suit.	 	He	had	 to	get	busy	 in	clubs	and	
hearts	 and	 get	 his	 3	 tricks	 before	 they	
disappeared	on	 the	diamonds.	 	 I’d	 lead	 the	♣A	
on	this	hand.		I	hate	having	to	lead	an	ace	from	
an	AQ	holding,	 but	 another	 factor	 in	 its	 favour	
on	 this	 hand	 is	 that	 North	 has	 announced	 the	
majority	 of	 the	 opposition	 points	 and	 hence	 is	
more	 likely	 than	 South	 to	 have	 the	 king.	 	 Thus	
the	♣A	lead	is	less	likely	to	cost	a	trick.	
	

	

Dealer:	N	 Vul:		Both	
	

♠	Q105	
♥	KQ	
♦	AK109	
♣	6543	

	
♠	J82	 	 	 	 ♠	97	
♥	A1054	 	 	 ♥	973	
♦	732	 	 	 	 ♦	QJ54	
♣	AQ9	 	 	 	 ♣	10872	
	

♠	AK643	
♥	J862	
♦	86	
♣	KJ	

	
N		 E	 S	 W	
1D	 P	 1S	 P	
1NT	 P	 3H	 P	
4S	 P	 P	 P	

	
This	 time	 things	 are	 different.	 	 There’s	 nothing	
in	 the	bidding	 to	 suggest	 a	 long	 side	 suit.	 	Our	
opponents	presumably	have	25	points	or	more.		
West	has	11	points,	leaving	4	or	less	for	poor	old	
partner.	 	N/S	are	massively	more	likely	to	show	
up	 with	 the	 ♣K	 than	 our	 outgunned	 partner.		
The	 bidding	 also	 suggests	 that	 the	 points	 are	
evenly	 split	 between	 North	 and	 South,	 and	
South	is	much	more	likely	on	this	hand	to	show	
up	 with	 the	 ♣K	 than	 on	 the	 previous	 hand.		
Despite	clubs	being	the	unbid	suit,	a	♣A	lead	is	
potentially	quite	dangerous	here.	
Whenever	 declarer	 shows	 2	 suits	 and	 dummy	
prefers	one	to	the	other,	dummy	is	usually	short	
in	the	second	suit,	and	declarer	will	have	to	try	
to	ruff	this	suit	in	dummy.		West’s	heart	holding	
suggests	 he	 might	 get	 a	 second	 heart	 trick	 if	
declarer	 is	 stopped	 from	 ruffing	 heart	 losers	
away.	
I’d	 be	 leading	 a	 trump	 on	 this	 hand	 at	 every	
opportunity	 as	West.	 	 If	 declarer	 tries	 to	 ruff	 a	
heart	 in	dummy	as	fast	as	possible	and	guesses	
right	 in	coming	back	 to	hand,	he/she	will	make	
10	 tricks.	 	Banging	 the	♣A	down	here	develops	
the	♣K	and	costs	a	trick.			 	 	Peter	Evans	



Bridge	Hand	
	

Dealer:	E	 Vul:	Nil		
	

♠	A	7	6	4	3	
♥	None	
♦	7	5	4		
♣	A	J	7	6	4	

	
	

♠	K	Q	J	10	9	2	
♥	K	5	
♦	A	Q	3	2	
♣	2	

	
N		 E	 S	 W	

	 	 4H	 4S	 5H	
	 6S	 P	 P	 P	

	
Opening	lead	2H.	Plan	the	play.	It’s	child’s	play!	

Full	hand:	
	

♠	A	7	6	4	3	
♥	None	
♦	7	5	4		
♣	A	J	7	6	4	

	
♠	8	5	 	 	 	 ♠	None	
♥	10	6	2	 	 	 ♥	A	Q	J	9	8	7	4	3	
♦	K	J	6		 	 	 ♦	10	9	8	
♣	Q	10	9	8	5	 	 	 ♣	K	3	
	

♠	K	Q	J	10	9	2	
♥	K	5	
♦	A	Q	3	2			
♣	2	

On	the	2	of	hearts	opening	from	West,	discard	a	diamond	from	dummy.	If	East	wins	the	Ace	and	returns	
a	diamond,	win	the	Ace,	draw	trumps	and	discard	dummy’s	remaining	diamond	on	the	King	of	hearts.	
This	is	a	simple	loser	on	loser	variation	and	underlines	the	importance	of	declarer	stopping	and	thinking	
when	dummy	first	hits	the	table.	The	natural	though	thoughtless	impulse	to	ruff	the	opening	lead	on	
table	would	render	the	contract	unmakeable.	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Arne	

	
	

Heard	at	the	Bridge	Table	
	
Regardless	of	what	sadistic	impulses	we	may	
harbor,	winning	bridge	means	helping	partner	
avoid	mistakes.		
	
Bridge	is	a	self-inflicted	punishment	for	people	
with	too	much	time	and	intelligence.	
	
I	smile	while	playing	Bridge	because	I	don't	
know	what	the	hell	is	going	on.	
	
God	must	hate	bridge	players.	He	made	so	few	
good	ones.	
	
The	trouble	with	Bridge	is	that	there	is	no	
rewind	button.	

Don't	argue	with	your	partner;	people	watching	
may	not	be	able	to	tell	who	the	idiot	is.	
	
I	am	quite	fair	to	all	my	partners.	I	treat	them	all	
equally	like	idiots.	
	
You	are	lucky	to	have	me	as	your	partner	as	I	am	
not	as	judgmental	as	all	those	censorious,	self-
righteous	people	around	me.	
	
Partner,	I	will	always	cherish	the	initial	
misconceptions	I	had	about	you.	
	
When	arguing	with	your	partner,	never	miss	a	
good	chance	to	shut	up.	



What	is	the	difference	between	a	3-week	old	
puppy	and	a	bridge	partner?	
In	six	weeks	the	puppy	stops	whining.	
	
Experience	is	a	great	advantage.	When	you	
finally	have	enough,	you	are	too	old	to	do	
anything	with	it.	
	
To	play	the	game	well	may	be	a	sign	of	an	ill-
spent	life.	
	
The	correct	way	to	make	the	contract	will	
become	obvious	as	soon	as	you	have	finished	
your	play.	

Four	hearts	is	a	very	good	bid	--	but	on	some	
other	hand	
	
Bridge	is	played	by	four	people.	Making	a	
mistake	is	yours	to	savour	alone.	
	
Always	keep	your	words	soft	and	sweet,	just	in	
case	you	have	to	eat	them.	
	
And	finally,	one	from	Graham:	
	
Arne:	Sorry	partner,	I	was	mentally	playing	2	
Spades	not	2NT’s.	
Graham:	That’s	all	right,	you	were	in	2	Spades.	

	
	

	
Endgame	

	
	
Thought	for	the	Month	
	

To	win	without	risk	is	to	triumph	without	glory.	

	
So	if	you	want	to	open	a	three	card	suit	with	an	8	count	you	go	right	ahead!	
	
	
	

	

Please	send	all	material	for	future	newsletters	to	the	Editor,	Arne	Jonsberg,	via	email	at	
arnejuser2@bigpond.com,	or	contact	Arne	by	phone	at	3342-0105.	Current	and	past	newsletters	
available	for	viewing	and	download	on	BBC’s	web-site:	www.bbc.bridgeaustralia.org	

	


